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great and necessary improvement of those which 
are still permitted to be used. Whether the 
certificate should be given by the medical officer 
or by the local authority is a matter of opinion, 
but  in view of the nmnber  of such rooms time 
would be saved and a steady system would be 
better  secured by giving the power to the 
medical officer subject to the Local Government 
Board standard and to review by a magistrate or 
by  the Local Government Board. 

PROSECUTIONS UNDER THE NOTIFICATION OF BIRTHS 
ACT AT MIDDL~:S~mROUGn.--The Act was adopted 
by the Middlesborough Council in January  last, 
and came into force on Feb. 14th. Notice was 
given in accordance with the Act by public 
advertisement in the local newspaper, by large and 
prominent bills posted all over the borough, by  
written notices to the medical practitioners and all 
known midwives, whether registered or not. In  
addition, private communications were sent to the 
whole of the medical practitioners explaining the 
scope of the Act and giving in detail the methods 
that would be adopted in carrying it out. From 
time to time medical men have been reminded of 
the fact that all notifications were not being 
received, and as i t  was found that about 10 per 
cent. of the births were not being notified, the 
medical officer of hea l th  suggested that the best  
method of bringing the Act into prominence would 
be to take some of the eases into Court. Summonses 
were issued against a l l  the fathers who had 
registered births with the Registrar during the 
m o n t h  of August, and who had failed to notify the 
same-- the  father being the first person named in 
the Act as being responsible for the notification. 
Six of these Summonses were not served, the 
parents having left the address at which the b i r t h  
was stated to have taken place ; twenty-seven were 
ordered by the stipendiary magistrate to pay 10s. 
toward the costs; two were ordered to pay 5s. 
toward the costs, and one to pay 2s. 6d. toward 
the costs, time in which to pay being granted 
where it was asked for, as most of the people were 
poor, the last-mentioned being in .receipt of parish 
relief. In  opening the case the solicitor for the 
prosecution made it quite clear that the Corporation 
were not asking for any fine, but were only taking 
the cases to give emphasis to the fact that the 
Act having been adopted, it must  be duly carried 
out. Ten of the cases were either withdrawn or 
dismissed for the following reasons. In  one case 
~he mother of the child had not been living with 
her husband for some years, yet had registered the 
child in his name: In  others the father was not 
present in the house at the time of the birth, some 
being away at sea. Others convinced the magis- 
trate that they had good reason to believe the 
bir th had been notified by either the medical 
attendant or midwife. I t  was proved in several 
Cases that the medical attendant had stated he 
would notify the birth but had failed to do so, and 
in such cases the magistrate declared that further 
summonses should be issued against these medical 
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REVIEWS.  

HEREDITY. By Professor J. Arthur  Thomson. 
Jo]m Murray. 9s. net. 

The importance of heredity as a factor in the 
production of disease, is still a matter upon which 
there is much diversity of opinion. Striking 
evidence of this fact will be found in the recent 
discussion at the Royal Society of Medicine. Some 
years ago it was the fashion to explain many 
diseases by  asserting that they " r a n  in the 
family," but  with the development of bacteriology 
there came an increasing tendency to minimise the 
importance of heredity as an etiological factor. At 
the present time, however, chiefly owing to the 
influence of Professor Karl  Pearson, heredity 
seems to be coming up again, and in pathological 
discussions increasing use is made of the blessed 
word " diathesis." The public health worker is 
under a special obligation to inform h imsdf  on the 
subject of heredity, if only that he may acquire 
intellectual ammunition to repel the common 
accusation that his work in some mysterious way 
interferes with the "surviva l  of the fittest." Of 
late years,  however, the labours of the students of 
heredity, especially the Mendelians and the 
statisticians, have produced an enormous increase 
in the literature of the subject, and the ordinary 
busy professional man finds it extremely difficult 
to keep up with these modern developments. But 
Professor Thomson's book will enable him to get 
over this difficulty. He will find in it an 
admirable exposition of what it i s  important  to 
know about heredity, which is thorough and 
accurate, and at the same time eminently readable 
and attractive. Professor Thomson discusses the 
problems of heredity in the light, such as it is, of 
the most modern discoveries, and while avoiding 
dogmatism on the one hand, he does not adopt the 
equally objectionable course, too common in 
writings of this kind, of merely stating the facts 
and leaving the reader without guidance as to the 
Hght interpretation of the facts and the conclusions 
that may legitimately be drawn from them. His 
account, for instance, of the question of the 
inheritance of acquired characters is strictly 
impartial, but  he does not conceal his own con- 
viction " tha t  we do not know of any instance of 
the transmission of an acqu i r ed  character." 
There is a valuable chapter on heredity and 
disease, and admirably lucid explanations are 
given of the statistical study of inheritance, and of 
the chief facts relating to the work of Mendel and 
his followers. The book is one of great interest 
and importance, and we strongly recommend it to 
our readers. 

LUI~LE¥'S PUBLIC HEALTIt ACTS. Seventh edition. 
Edited by  Alex. Macmorran, K.C., and Joshua 
Scholefield. Butterworth and Co. 

" L u m l e y  " must now be regarded as one of our 
public health institutions, and the seventh edition, 
a copy of which has been added to the l ibrary of 
the Society of Medical Officers of Health, has been 
thoroughly revised, and contains the Acts affecting 


